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this I perceived they had an universal intelligence
from among us, both of what we were doing, and
what sort of people we were that were doing it;
and they were mighty desirous of coming to blows
with us. I had an invitation from their general,
but I declined it, lest I should give offence. I
found they accepted the pacification as a thing not
likely to hold, or that they did not design should
hold; and that they were resolved to keep their
forces on foot, notwithstanding the agreement.
Their whole army was full of brave officers, men
of as much experience and conduct as any in
the world; and all men who know anything of
war, know good officers presently make a good
army.
Things being thus huddled up, the English came
back to York, where the army separated, and the
Scots went home to increase theirs; for I easily
foresaw, that peace was the furthest thing from their
thoughts.
The next year the flame broke out again; the
king drew his forces down into the north, as before,
and expresses were sent to all the gentlemen that
had commands, to be at the place by the 13th of
July. As I had accepted of no command in the
army, so I had no inclination at all to go; for I
foresaw there would be nothing but disgrace attend-
ing it. My father observing such an alteration in
my usual forwardness, asked me one clay, what was
the matter, that I, who used to be so forward to go
into the army, and so eager to run abroad to fight,
now showed no inclination to appear when the ser-
vice of the king and country called me to it ? I told
him I had as much zeal as ever for the king's ser-
vice, and for the country too; but he knew a sol-
dier could not abide to be beaten; and being from
thence a little more inquisitive, I told him the ob-

